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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments witli respect to claims 1 1 7-1 28, 1 30, 1 31 , 1 49-1 63, 
165-187 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

With respect to the rejection of the last office action mailed on 01/15/08, 
Applicant amends claims, discusses the prior art of record Nishikawa et al (6,481,010), 
and further argues that Nishikawa does not teach the claims limitations (see page 11 + 
of Applicant's Remarks). 

In response. Examiner disagrees. Examiner notes applicant's arguments, 
however, Nishikawa teaches a plurality of storage devices (Recording Device 'RD' 42 
coupled via IEEE 1394 bus(es) to SDRAM, ROM, etc., HDD is coupled to flash memory, 
SDRAM, etc., via bus(es)) that records programs and stores various sets of media 
information. Nishikawa teaches that DSS/WebTV Receiver 12, receives DSS/lnternet 
data (EPG data, website data, etc.,), stores the data in the various storage units to 
permit a user to access information (including web-sites data in real time), periodically 
downloads the data (col. 6, lines 15-59) and further teaches that incoming data is stored 
in a selected memory location, HDD, Memory 230, VCR, etc., (col. 7, line 44-col.8, line 
1 , col.9, lines 53-63). The guide or GUI data and the media data is stored in the storage 
devices and upon a user interaction to the guide or GUI (which includes providing 
search terms) the processor searches the various storage units to receiver the search 
results. Nishikawa further permits a user to select programs for viewing/recording (col.2, 
lines 6-26, col.5, lines 49-65, col.6, lines 14-43, col.9, line 53-col.10, line 35 and col. 13, 
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lines 19-45). The various units (figs.1 and 2A): VCR/DSS processing Unit/SDRAM/ROM 
42/200/210/216 interconnected by buses is a PVR, wliicli permits a user to record 
programs, searcli and view recorded programs. Nisliil<awa furtlier teaclies tlie use of a 
l<eyboard to enter a searcli term, which meets the claimed limitation "...user a search 
option to search media programs; responsive... searching the first and second storage 
devices for media information having a high level of correlation... "(col .2, lines 6-26, 
col. 14, line 53-col.15, line 33, line 34-col.16, line 19). However, if Applicant disagrees 
with the Examiner's assertion, then it would have been obvious the search term would 
be the title of the program. Hence it would have be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to modify Nishikawa to include a title to be enter for 
searching, so as to provide to the user an alternate way to search besides actor's name, 
sport team's name, movie director's name, etc. Furthermore, DSS processor 200 
searches HDD-288 and/or memory 230 and other storage devices attached via 1394 
cabling for a listing having a high correlation with the search term, including program(s) 
purchases to view or record and purchased programs, where the search terms are 
entered by the user using and input device or highlighting various elements on the on- 
screen keyboard 700. Hence applicant's arguments/amendments do not overcome the 
prior art of record. The amendment to the claims necessitated the new ground(s) of 
rejection discussed below. This office action is made Final. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claim 117-128, 130, 131, 149-161, 166-167 and 1 70-1 85 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as obvious over Nishikawa et a! (6,481,010). 

As to claim 117, note the Nishikawa reference figures 1-2 and 9-20, discloses an 
integrated Direct Satellite System/WebTV 'DSS/WebTV receiver and further discloses a 
method for enabling a user to search for media programs, the method comprising: 

Enabling a user to record a first set of media programs in a first storage device 
with a digital personal video recorder (Recording Device/DSS processing 
Unit/SDRAM/ROM 42/200/210/216 "PVR") (col.2, lines 6-26, col.5, lines 49-65, col.6, 
lines 14-43 and col. 13, lines 19-45), note that the various units: Recording Device/DSS 
processing Unit/SDRAM/ROM 42/200/210/216 interconnected by buses is a PVR which 
permits a user to record programs, search and view recorded programs; 

Storing media information corresponding to the recorded first set of media 
programs in the first storage device, the media information including information related 
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to at least a title and media type for each media program (col. 9, line 53-col.10, line 35 
and col. 13, lines 19-45); 

Receiving media information corresponding to a second set of media programs 
that are currently being broadcast; receiving media information corresponding to a third 
set of media programs that are to be broadcast in future; storing the media information 
corresponding to the second and third sets on the media programs in a second storage 
device (col. 9, line 53-col.10, line 35 and col. 13, lines 19-45); 

Providing to the user a search option to search for media programs; responsive 
to the user activating the search option, enabling the user to enter a search term; 
responsive to the user entering a search term (figs.17-18, col. 14, line 53-15, line 63), 
searching the first and second storage devices for media information having a high level 
of correlation with the search; and providing a list of media programs corresponding to 
the media information having a high level of correlation with the search term and 
implementing an ST to provide the list on a TV (col. 3, line 61 -col.4, line 7, col. 9, lines 
53-col.lO, line 35, col. 14, line 53-col.16, line 19), note that the DSS processor 200 
searches HDD-288 and/or memory 230 and other storage devices attached via 1394 
cabling for a listing having a high correlation with the search term, including program(s) 
purchases to view or record and purchased programs, where the search terms are 
entered by the user using and input device or highlighting various elements on the on- 
screen keyboard 700. 

Nishikawa teaches a plurality of storage devices (PVR, HDD, flash memory, 
SDRAM, etc.,) that stores various sets of media information and further enables a user 
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to select programs for viewing/recording on a first storage device witli tlie PVR, storing 
media information corresponding to tlie first set of media programs in tlie first storage 
device, tlie media information including information related to at least a title and media 
type for each media program, listing all PPV purchased, recorded programs and 
programs to be broadcast in future; Nishikawa further the use of a keyboard to enter a 
search term, which meets the claimed limitation "...user a search option to search 
media programs; responsive... searching the first and second storage devices for media 
information having a high level of correlation. .."(col. 2, lines 6-26, col. 14, line 53-col.15, 
line 33, line 34-col.16, line 19). 

However, if Applicant disagrees with the Examiner's assertion, then it would have 
been obvious the search term would be the title of the program. 

Hence it would have be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Nishikawa to include a title to be enter for searching, so as to 
provide to the user an alternate way to search besides actor's name, sport team's 
name, movie director's name, etc. 

As to claims 1 1 8-1 23, Nishikawa further discloses where responsive to the user 
activating the search option, further enabling the user to enter a search criteria based 
on a range of start times of the media programs, and where searching the first and 
second storage devices further comprising searching for media information 
corresponding to media programs having a start time within the range of start time, 
where the user enter a search criteria based on a range of start times comprises 
enabling the user to select time period from a plurality of time periods and the time 
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period is selected from time periods specified by dates, wliere tlie dates are actual 
dates, are relative dates and includes "Today only. Today and Tomorrow and next 7 
days (col. 15, line 10-col.16, line 37). 

As to claims 124-127, Nishikawa further discloses where the media information in 
the second storage device includes information indicating that a particular media 
program is a purchasable program, providing, with the list of media programs, an 
indication that the particular media program is a purchasable program, where the 
particular media program is a VOD and PPV program and providing the list of media 
programs, an indication that the media programs stored in the first storage device are 
programs recorded by the PVR, where the PVR is a RAM (col. 13, 19-67). 

As to claims 128-129, Nishikawa further discloses where when the media 
information in the second storage device includes information indicating that a particular 
media program is available via a subscription service, providing with the list of media 
programs, indication that the particular media program is available via subscription 
service (col. 13, 19-67). 

As to claim 149, Nishikawa further discloses an interactive media services 
system comprising: 

A memory (HDD 228/Memory 230) of storing media information, the media 
information including information related to a title, start time, and media type for each of 
the plurality of media programs; a software program store in memory (col. 5, lines 38- 
65), the software program comprising a plurality of executable functions; 
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A processor (DSS Processor 200) configured to execute tlie software program, 
wlierein executing tlie software includes: tlie claimed method step of "enabling a user to 
record a first set of media programs..." is composed of the same structural elements 
that were discussed with respect to the rejection of claim 117. 

Claims 1 50-1 55 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 1 1 8-1 23. 

Claims 156-159 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 124-127. 

Claims 160-161 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 128-129. 

Claims 1 66-1 67 are met as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 1 7. 

Claim 170 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 117. 

As to claim 171, the claimed "A set-top terminal (STT) comprising..." is 
composed of the same structural elements that were discussed with respect to the 
rejection of claim 117. 

As to claim 172, Nishikawa further discloses where the PVR is embodied within 
theSTT(col.5, lines 38-65). 

As to claim 173, Nishikawa further discloses where the PVR is external to the 
STT (col.3, lines 55-60). 

Claims 1 74-1 80 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 1 1 8-1 23. 

Claims 181-184 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 124-127. 

Claim 185 is met as previously discussed with respect to claims 128-129. 
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4. Claims 165, 168 and 169 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nishikawa et al (6,481,010) as applied to claim 117 above. 

As to claim 165, Nishikawa is silent as to the PVR is a random-access PVR. 

However, Nishikawa further discloses other random-access storage devices 
(figs.2A and 2B). 

Hence it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the system of Nishikawa to provide a RAM for RD-42 to efficiently 
record and retrieve various portions of the stored content as desired. 

Claim 169 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 165. 

As to claim 168, Nishikawa is silent as to the PVR being a non-volatile storage 

device. 

However, Nishikawa further discloses other non-volatile storage device (Flash 
memory 230) for storing various contents (figs.2A and 2B). 

Hence it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the system of Nishikawa to provide non-volatile storage device to 
retain data even when power is removed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 130-131, 162-163 and 186-187 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Nishikawa et al (6,481,010) as applied to claims 
117, 149 and 171 above, and further in view of Koshimuta (6,515,710). 

As to claims 1 30-1 31 , 1 62-1 63 and 1 86-1 87, Nishikawa fails to explicitly teach 
where the search option includes media information stored in the memory of the STTfor 
media programs that satisfy at least one search criterion based on the quality of the 
media and further determining if it's a HDTV video signals 

However, note the Koshimuta reference figures 1-5, disclose a television 
receiver that determines the video signal format based on data characterizing of the 
video signal being received and further determines if it's a HDTV, SDTV, NTSC, etc., 
video signals (col. 1, lines 9-19, col. 2, line 43-col. 3, line 24, col. 4, line 44-col. 5, line 
9). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to incorporate the teaching of Koshimuta into the system of Nishikawa to 
identify the media quality of each media program to enable the user to beware of type of 
signal being received to enable the user to choose a signal type (HDTV, SDTV, NTSC, 
etc.,) that meets their receivers and to enable the receivers to reproduced the precise 
colors that meets manufactures specification or the receiver's capabilities. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Humpleman (5,886,732) discloses set-top electronics and network interface unit 
arrangement. 

Lownes et al (6,137,539) disclose digital TV status display. 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See 
MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning tliis comnnunication or earlier comnnunications from 
tlie examiner sliould be directed to Annan Q. Shang wliose teleplione number is 571- 

272- 7355. Tlie examiner can normally be reached on 700am-400pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from 
a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Annan Q Shang/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



Annan Q. Shang 
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